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Abstract

A recent study at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory explores the possibility of setting up a
network of earth optical receivers for coll~ll~tlllic:itiO1]s”  with spacecraft. Various network
concepts are developed to provide full line of sight coverage of the ecliptic, 24 hours a day,
and with about 90 percent link av~ilability  under existing weather conditions at the possible
optical station sites. A simple analytical wctither  model is developed to calculate the impact of
cloud cover on network availability when clear line of sight between one or more earth
stations and the spacecraft exists. “1’he charticteristics  of an earth optical terminal and the
effects of cloud cover, atmospheric transmittance, station altitude, optical background noise,
and optical spectral filters on the sta[ion performance arc also reported. Finally, specific
geographical sites are identified for some of the network configurations and a realistic link
analysis for a Pluto mission in 2015 is performed,
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